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What’s Inside

We have had an exciting month
here at the Foundation!

2020
Festival of Trees			

Board of Trustees
This past month we said good bye
to some of our Board of Trustee
members and thanked those who
renewed their commitment. Learn
more on page 3.

Grande Prairie Regional
Hospital
The keys to your new Grande
Prairie Regional Hospital were
handed over to Alberta Health
Services for commissioning. This
critical step brings us closer to
having a cutting-edge hospital
with enhanced services in your
community.

Backyard Burger SHOWdown
We have also been working hard
to launch our very first virtual
fundraiser the Backyard Burger
SHOWdown presented by New
Horizon COOP. The event allows
participants to have fun while
raising support for babies born at
their hospital.
All funds raised will go towards
the purchase of the life-saving

Panda Infant Warmer, a vital
piece of equipment which helps
the tiniest of patients: babies.
As a baby enters the world, it
is particularly vulnerable. The
warmer allows your hospital’s
healthcare team to keep a newly
born baby healthy and safe.
With incredible prizes in four
categories and daily prizes this
virtual event has something for
everyone! Read more about the
Backyard Burger SHOWdown on
page 4.

Festival of Trees
We have also been working on
new and innovative ideas for the
Festival of Trees this year. We
wanted to share with you this
month what will be taking place
this year for the festival.
Although we have had to adapt
just like you to the limitations
surrounding COVID-19 we can
guarantee that we have not lost
our spirit or sparkle! Read more
about the 2020 Festival of Trees on
page 2.
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Your support of the Festival of Trees has been bringing families together for the kickoff to the Christmas Season for
over 30 years. The 32nd Annual Festival of Trees is happening this year and will be the event you can’t miss!
Like you, the Festival of Trees has had to change and adapt; but with change comes exciting possibilities. Through your
continued support for the Festival, together we can lead the charge to show the power of innovation and the power of
community. The results will be magic!
We are building a hybrid of live and virtual shops and events for the Festival this year! We are creating a new level of
fun and entertainment, in a way that still raises funds to support healthcare and hospitals in our region through the
Grande Prairie Regional Hospital Foundation.
More than ever we need our Designers, Sponsors and Volunteers. Designers, we cannot wait to see your amazing trees,
creations, gingerbread houses and art to be showcased both live and online. We encourage you to get your creative
ideas flowing as we will be calling you in the next few weeks to hear all about them.
Sponsors, you will have new opportunities to be seen and make an impact! Virtual aspects to the Festival of Trees will
allow you to promote your business in innovative ways, increasing your investment value. By adding a virtual tour of
the Festival and virtual events while still offering the live tour and some live events, you will have access to not only
the already loyal Festival attendees but you can capitalize on online exposure as well- a combination that will allow
you to reach your audience in new ways while allowing your marketing to grow.
Volunteers, you are the heartbeat of Festival and many of you have been with us for many years. Your warm smile and
helpful hearts are a huge part of the Magic that is the Festival of Trees. With the changing times, you will be key to
ensuring a safe and enjoyable event for all who visit the Festival. We are committed to your well being and hope you
will join us again this year.
You are all instrumental in making the 32nd Annual Festival of Trees a smashing success and we are confident that you
will continue to support the Grande Prairie Regional Hospital Foundation in any way you can. See you soon!

Newborn and Premature Nursing Care
Simulators have Arrived!
It is always exciting to know your donations provided your hospital
with new advanced equipment! But when the new equipment
allows for your healthcare teams to be fully trained and ready to
support the smallest of patients; babies, the impacts are incredible.
With an average of just under 2,000 deliveries each year at your
hospital, and with approximately 10% of those babies needing
some medical assistance at birth this training equipment is critical
in providing the highest level of care at your hospital.
The funds for the simulators were raised by our community
partner 2DayFM through their 2019 Cares for Kids Radiothon. We
cannot thank you our community partner and donors enough for
supporting this project.

Use Your “Will Power” to Leave a Legacy
Last month was Leave a Legacy month. Did you start the conversation with
your family? What do you want your legacy to look like after you are gone?
There are many reasons to consider a legacy gift. It is a great way to
ensure your memory lives on. It’s also a way of acknowledging an
organization that has had an impact on your life or the lives of those
important to you while helping the charity to continue their important
work. There can also be financial benefits associated with charitable
contributions. For some, including a charity in your will can actually
increase the amount of money your spouse or children inherit because it offsets taxes.
For more information or to start the conversation visit www.gphospitalfoundation.ca/your-impacts/programs.
Always seek the advice of an accredited estate planner, financial advisor or legal counsel when considering your legacy giving goals,
and then contact us to determine how your gift can make a difference at the Grande Prairie Regional Hospital.

Board of Trustees
Change Over

A Great Loss
Recently our community lost two
important supporters of not just our
hospitals but of our community as a
whole. We are speaking of course of the
passing of Stelios Vasileious and Bob
Pomeroy.
Stelios, the former long-term owner
of Acropolis Restaurant, was such a
strong member of our downtown core
business community. If you ever had
the chance to visit the Acropolis you
knew Stelios, his joy was contagious,
and everyone walked away with a
smile on their face at the end of the
meal.
We would like to thank Stelios for his
support of the Foundation and extend
our deepest sympathies to his family.
“The greatness of a community
is most accurately measured by
the compassionate actions of its
members.” `Coretta Scott King

We would like to thank our renewed board members and send out a huge
thank you to those who have completed their time with us!
Thank you for your renewed commitment Todd Strang (Chair), Kim
Drever (Past Chair), Cecile Neil (Vice Chair), Derek Mosenko (Treasurer),
Cindy Park, Lindsey McNeil, Dr. Johan Bolton and Stacy Greening.
Finally, a huge acknowledgement and thank you to those who have
completed their term on our board, Scott Lissoway, Sean Sargent and
Dr. Len Brezac.
Your leadership and service to take your hospitals from good to great has
created a legacy that will impact healthcare in our region for decades to
come – THANK YOU!
Learn more about the Foundation Board of Trustees at
gphospitalfoundation.ca/foundation-board-of-trustees.

Bob Pomeroy’s impacts within our
community and at our hospitals will
be felt well into the future. His support
of our Foundation through his many
businesses contributed greatly to the
improvement of healthcare in our
region.
Beyond the Foundation his community
support was vast, you would be hard
pressed to attend any charitable
fundraiser in our region without
seeing the Pomeroy logo sitting
proudly under sponsorship. Much
like scattered seeds, Bob’s legacy of
community support will bloom forever.
We would like to thank Bob and the
Pomeroy family for their support of
the Foundation and extend our deepest
sympathies to Bob’s family.

Join in for a DIY burger
challenge to make a big
difference in tiny lives
You’ve inspired us to do something BIG! Let’s come
together, virtually and cook good food for a good cause.
Create your best burger and challenge yourself to raise
support for tiny lives.
All funds raised will go to the Panda Infant Warmer
Campaign. Why? As a baby enters the world, they are
particularly vulnerable. Panda Infant Warmers are vital
pieces of equipment that allow your healthcare teams
to keep babies healthy and safe. You are cooking good food for a good cause.
SHOW us your best burger, vote, and win! From August 7 – 23, it is your chance to show us what you’ve
got! Build your version of a bodacious burger! Is it a mega-licious beef burger? A vivacious veggie
burger? Or a crazy crispy chunky chicken burger? Anything goes!
Its as easy as 1,2,3! 1. Register (opens July 17) 2. Raise support 3. SHOW us your delicious, by sending
a photo/video to us through any of our social media platforms (Aug 7-23) to be entered to win 1 of
4 categories for incredible prizes! There’s also the chance to win daily prizes from our fabulous
sponsors!
We will be cheering you on all the way! Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter for tips, tricks and
inspiration. Challenge your friends, or simply follow us on Facebook for a chance to win daily prizes!
No matter what you do, together we will not only have fun, but we will make a BIG
difference in tiny lives!
Scan this code to join in the SHOWdown
or visit GPHospitalFoundation.ca
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