School is back in session, fall is on the way and we’ve got Festival
on the brain. We are busy bees at the Foundation Office getting
ready for the 31st Annual Festival of Trees. This year is going to be
bigger and better than ever. Traditional Christmas returns to the
Festival, there are so many ways for you to join us and celebrate!
The Key to Care Capital Campaign is still going strong and we
were honored to visit the Council at the Country of Grande Prairie
last month, read all about their exciting contribution inside this
issue. They have given a gift that is going to change the level of
care for patients, bringing in a beside engagement system that
will educate and connect patients and families.
Make sure you follow us on Facebook, Twitter and more to keep
up to date on everything that is happening at the GPRHF! From
donations to special events learn all about the impact that our
donors are making in the Hospital every day.

County of Grande Prairie Present
Gift to Hospital Foundation

County Councillors and Reeve Leanne Beaupre present the GPRHF with a $1 miilion gift

We are overjoyed that the County of Grande Prairie No.1 voted to approve a gift of $1 million to the Foundation’s
Key to Care Capital Campaign. Dawn Veilleux-Miller, Major Gifts Officer at the GPRHF remarked “We thank them for
their vision to see what a difference this new innovation will have on their residents and the region.” The donation
pledged by the County of Grande Prairie will fund the Key to Knowledge, allowing for a state-of-the-art bedside
engagement system in the new Grande Prairie Regional Hospital.
The Grande Prairie Regional Hospital will be one of two Hospitals across the country that will offer a Beside
Engagement System. This system is part of a shift within Alberta Health Services to a patient-centered care model.
The Bedside Engagement System gives patients and families the opportunity to stay informed during their treatment and includes a video system that teaches patients and families how to care for themselves once they return
home.
All patients will be able to connect to the beside engagement system through a smart TV, tablet or beside TV
system. The system has many access options that will suit all patient needs. Patients can utilize the system
through keyboards, tablets, mobile devices or voice activated pillow speakers. This system will allow patients to
understand their condition, learn about their medications, assess their pain, prepare for discharge from the hospital and stay connected with their friends and family.
County of Grande Prairie Reeve, Leanne Beaupre stated “Council is proud to pledge $1 million to the Grande
Prairie Regional Hospital Foundation. Investing in a bedside engagement system for patients in our new Regional
Hospital is an investment in state-of-the-art healthcare in our community, which will enhance quality of life across
the region.” We extend our deepest gratitude to the County of Grande Prairie, their generous gift will impact every
patient at the new Grande Prairie Regional Hospital.

Big Announcement from

In May of 2019 ATB Financial ran its 20th Annual Teddy for a Toonie Fundraising Campaign. This year’s campaign
focused on raising funds to support mental health facilities and programs for children and youth across Alberta.
The campaign supported the Stollery Children’s Hospital Foundation, the Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation
and for the first time, the Grande Prairie Regional Hospital Foundation.
One in five children struggle with mental health issues and only half of the children that suffer have access to the
help they need. Last year at the QEII Hospital there were a total of 332 visits by children and youth to the Emergency Department where the primary reason for the visit was related to mental health and addiction concerns.
The 2019 campaign was focused on addressing the needs of kids struggling with anxiety, depression, eating disorders and schizophrenia. All donations to the 2019 Teddy for a Toonie Campaign will go towards building mental
health facilities and programs for children and youth. In Grande Prairie, the funds raised will be donated to enhance
the Youth Mental Health Lounge that will be in the new Grande Prairie Regional Hospital and to the Youth Day
Program currently operating in the city.
On August 23, 2019 ATB announced the final totals of
the campaign at a special event at the Stollery Children’s
Hospital in Edmonton, AB. The 20th Annual Teddy for a
Toonie campaign raised a total of $644,153.76 for
Children and Mental Health Services across Alberta. The
Grande Prairie Regional Hospital Foundation will be
receiving $72,251.65; this gift will enhance services and
programs for children and youth in our community.
All of the fundraising that was done in ATB branches is
going to change the lives of local children suffering from
mental health and addiction issues. The top fundraising
branch in all of Alberta was Grande Prairie Westview.
They raised a total of $46,055.28! To Grande Prairie
Westview, and all the other branches who worked so
hard to make a difference in the lives of Alberta children,
we are inspired by your dedication, hard work and the
impact that you have made for Alberta kids, today and
for years to come.

We are excited to announce these new
Festival of Trees events!
Tickets are available online at:
festivaloftreesgp.ca

Cowboy Christmas
Dust off your cowboy boots and hat and enjoy a night of country fun. This event will
feature entertainment from Dueling Pianos performing all of your favourite country
hits as well as line dancing with the Peace Country Western Dance Club. Enjoy excellent food prepared by Executive Chef Kelly Buyar and beverage pairings that will wet
your whistle. Don’t forget to bring a donation of new boots, shoes or slippers for
mental health patients at the QEII Hospital. Tickets for this event are on sale today!

Christmas Pajama Party
The Christmas Pajama Party is a night for families to enjoy together- with a fantastic
holiday movie, popcorn, pizza, and dessert. There will be lots of games and activities
so make sure to wear your coziest and most comfortable pajamas! Guests of the
Christmas Pajama Party receive a complimentary pass for access to the Festival of
Trees general admission weekend. You may choose to use this on Friday, Saturday or
Sunday during general admission hours. All children attending this event must be
accompanied by an adult.

Holiday Business Luncheon
The Rotary Club of Grande Prairie presents the Festival of Trees Holiday Business
Luncheon. Join us for a wonderful networking opportunity, a lunch prepared by
Executive Chef Kelly Buyar, and speakers Lowell and Julie Taylor. Lowell and Julie were
contestants on Amazing Race Canada on which Lowell was the first legally blind
contestant to compete. Be inspired by their amazing story, they will tell you their
first-hand experience of turning obstacles into opportunities, sharing what it takes to
get through life’s challenges. Tickets to the Holiday Business Luncheon are available
online, get yours today!

